
Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting 

Minutes for September 20, 2017 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday September 20, 2017, 
at the Dewey Building on the National Life Campus located at 1 National Life Drive Montpelier, 
VT 05620. 

Members of the Board: Kevin Lawrence (Chair), Theresa Elmer (Vice Chair), Johanna Laggis, 
Cheryl Frank Sullivan, Tim Biebel, Craig Nolan, Pete Allard, Dennis Mewes, Bill Pickens, Brian 
Wiles, Craig Greene, and Patrick Berry. Absent from the meeting David Fielding and David 
Robillard.  

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Louis Porter (Commissioner), Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), Mark 
Scott (Wildlife Director) Susan Warner (Outreach Director) Jason Batchelder (Director of Law 
Enforcement) Adam Miller (Fish Culture Operations Manager), Shawn Good (Fisheries 
Biologist), Eric Palmer (Director of Fisheries) Forrest Hammond (Bear Biologist) Catherine 
Gjessing (General Counsel) Kim Royar (Furbearer Biologist) Susan Warner (Outreach Director) 
and Tom Jones (Fish Pathologist).  

Members of the Public in Attendance: Butch Spear, Roger Blake, Alison Mewes, Stuart 
Kinney and Rodney Elmer 

   The Board meeting was called to order at 5:04PM, EST by Chairman Kevin Lawrence  

1.) Approval of August 16, 2017 Minutes 
2.) Crow Petition 
3.)  Bear Rule – Third Vote 
4.) Baitfish Presentation  
5.) Commissioner’s Update 
6.) Round Table 

Vice Chairman Theresa Elmer motioned to approve the August 23, 2017 minutes. 

 Dennis Mewes seconded the motioned. 

Vote: 12 voted to unanimously pass the minutes 

Crow Petition:  

• Discussion Points 
o if there was ever a threat to the crow population or any wildlife 

population then the Department would immediately alert the Board.  



o Board’s mission is to manage wildlife and their seasons/bag limits. To 
not do this would be irresponsible and harmful to the species and 
habitat around the state.  

o Board did cover the crow season in depth about two years ago, that 
information was resent to the board last week so that new members 
could be brought up to date on the research and recommendations that 
were made.  

o Department handed out some references (attached to minutes) it 
collected related to crow behavior.  Mark Scott gave a brief summary 
of crow predation on songbirds, being primarily compensatory in 
nature with many environmental variables affecting the intensity of 
predation. 

Chair Lawrence asked the public for any comments. 

 One person spoke in favor of crow hunting. 

Craig Greene motioned to deny the crow petition.  

Craig Nolan seconded the motion.  

Vote: unanimously voted to deny the petition. Petition denied.  

Bear Rule:  

There were a couple changes that were made after the Department brought the 
proposed rule before LCAR. The Department changed the definition of 
accompany: this was done because of a statutory provision that states that you need 
some kind of permit or permission from the commissioner to take a bear with dogs. 
The definition was changed to “Sub Permittee” which means any person with a 
valid Vermont hunting license designated by the bear dog permit holder to assist or 
take a bear with the aid of dogs in accordance with written authorization issued by 
the Department. There were three minor word changes made as well that General 
Counsel Catherine Gjessing explained to the board.  

Craig Nolan motioned to accept the proposed changes to the Bear Rule with the 
amendments that were made and explained by general counsel Catherine Gjessing.  

Bill Pickens seconded the motion. 

Vote: Unanimously in favor. Bear Rule passed third vote.  



Baitfish Presentation by Adam Miller: The presentation that Adam made to the 
board was on the following objectives. 

• Shared the framework that the baitfish working group has been working on. 
o 11 main focus areas 

• Highlighted some of the work that they have done to date 
• Shared the anticipated time line for moving forward with baitfish regulation 

changes. 
o July 2019 – Rulemaking should be completed for any changes to the 

baitfish regulations for inclusion in 2020-2021 fishing law digest 
o Ideally Oct. 2018, no later than Jan. 2019 – First vote on any 

prospective changes to the baitfish rule. 
o Spring 2018 – Proposal package will be presented to the board 

outlining any baitfish regulations prospective revisions to gather board 
feedback and if needed cue up first vote for fall 2018.   

• To gain support from the board about their objectives and processes. 
o Hot dot exercise – board members took three stickers and placed them 

next to the topics that they were most interested in hearing more about 
between now and spring 2018.  This information will be used to better 
guide 30minute educational board “baitfish updates” between now 
and Spring 2018 
 Results (in rank of popularity) –  

• Geographic Areas of Risk / Bait Use (12 dots) 
• Fish Pathogens / VHS / Nuisance Species (9 dots) 
• Tie: Preserved Bait & Other States’ Regs (5 dots each) 
• Fish Importation (4 dots) 
• Tie: Baitfish Complaints / AR Safe Bait Import (3 dots 

each) 
• Other Potential Impacts (1 dot) 
• No dots: Baitfish suggestions, Regulation shortcomings, 

“Green list” species 

Discussion after the presentation 

Liked the idea of putting this on a 4-year cycle. Makes sense. 



Looking forward to hearing more about what the working group comes up with for 
recommendations and learning more about their progress at the January meeting. 

Including the public before any changes are made is a good idea unless the group 
finds that there are no real benefits to changing any of the current regulations.  

Adam will send presentation to board for their review and records. 

 

Commissioner’s Update:  

We are changing how the Moose check-ins are run. The Department will have 
biologists at the State Highway Garages in Island Pond and Barton check stations 
on opening weekend of the rifle season and thereafter biologist will be on call to 
check in moose. Successful hunters will call a toll-free number (1-833-266-6673) 
to make arrangements. The Department will make sure the check-in stations have 
notices put up to inform the public as well as updating the moose hunting guide 
and possibly do a press release. Fall foods are abundant this year and that looks 
good for our wildlife going into fall and winter. Butch Spear had a great news 
article published about him in the Valley News.  We will send that around to Board 
members. With the anticipation of the make-up of the board bill returning during 
this legislative session, Commissioner is going to testify that the real issue at hand 
is that certain groups actually have an issue with the board fulfilling the mandate to 
the legislature and not the actual make-up of the board. They are concerned about 
use and not the mandate of the board. Commissioner also wanted to mention that 
Adam also organized a press event this afternoon with the Governor about the 
green work and initiatives that has been done at the hatcheries around the state. 
The Commissioner passed out future board schedule (attached) and proposed 
possibly having no meetings until January. At the January 17, 2018 meeting, we 
would possibly be able to be a little bit more deliberate about our approach when 
dealing with petition processes. This would be more of a working meeting about 
processes, timelines, efficiencies and effectiveness.  

Roundtable  

Johanna Laggis: concern about the legality of the Bluffside Farm holding an 
archery and riffle lottery for archery only on their land. Attended Doe camp as 
well, she teaches tree and plant identification and basket making at camp. It is a 
great time and is neat to see them (the women at doe camp) get excited getting 
their feet wet in new outdoor activities.  



 

Cheryl Frank-Sullivan: Doe camp was this past weekend. Had a great time 
fishing with some great ladies. Over 100 participants. Good luck these next couple 
of months. Great job to the baitfish working group members and the work they 
have done this far. 

Theresa Elmer: Lots of hunter education, seminars, special courses that have been 
very successful and enthusiastic. Talked about tracking and land management 
during the seminar. Done classes for a little while, but thank you to the Department 
for doing these types of seminars and classes. It is a great tool for retention and 
participation.  

Dennis Mewes: Enjoys everyone’s educational stories, thank you for your service 
and time. 

Tim Biebel: Been doing a lot of squirrel hunting with Sam, his son. They are 
trying to get enough meat to surprise Tim’s mother-in-law with a squirrel dinner 
when she comes to help with the baby who should be coming soon. Also, been 
enjoying the baitfish working group, the complexity is oddly enough been exciting 
for him. 

Craig Greene: Thank you Kevin for the book. His son killed a great elk in New 
Mexico, being with him on his first elk harvest was really great. Doesn’t think that 
he will cut down a tree and think about it in the same way. First granddaughter 
turned one a couple months ago and we bought her a lifetime license.  

Bill Pickens: Sent an email to the office about page 38 beaver and muskrat trap. 
Second item posting on Protect Our Wildlife’s Facebook that was very derogatory 
towards the Board and the Department. 

Brian Wiles: Great job to the Elmer’s this weekend. Thinks Rodney should take 
his show on the road. Observations about how petitions work. What has surprised 
him the most is how groups deal with the Board and the Department.  

Separately, he has listened to other members talk about threats of harm from 
people that disagreed in the past, and that threats by anyone and derogatory 
comments should be unacceptable.  What is the threshold of what the future looks 
like for the board?  Safety should be a concern going forward anytime this 
happens. 



Patrick Berry: Has been thinking about this since the last meeting. He would like 
there to be an immediate law enforcement follow up going forward. What kind of 
action can take place legally? These people need to be investigated. There needs to 
be follow up and accountability. On a good note, he does not train his dogs on live 
birds and has recently had to move the training because there are too many 
woodcock.  He’s seeing birds where there have never been birds before. NY is 
terrible to try and buy a license online, almost impossible. Thankful for the great 
system that we have in our state. 

Commissioner Porter also wanted to make sure everyone knew about the Open 
House at Dead Creek Visitors center next Thursday September 28th, 2017 at 
5:00PM EST. If you can come over, you are more than welcome to join us.  

Board adjourned their meeting at 8:12 PM EST. 
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2017-2018 Fish and Wildlife Board Calendar 
 
 

 
July No meeting 
 
August 17: Petitions 
 Bear Rule – Second Vote  
 Lands and Habitat Presentation 
 
Sept. 20: Bear Rule – Third Vote 
 Baitfish Regulations Update 
 
October 18: No Meeting 
 
November:  No Meeting 
 
Dec. 20: No meeting 
 
 
Jan. 17, 2018 “Working Meeting” (processes; timelines; efficiencies; effectiveness) 
 
 February 21: Moose Season Recommendation – First Vote 
 Migratory Game Bird Season Preview (Straw vote) 
   
March 21: No Board Meeting 
 Deer and Moose Hearings 
 Migratory Game Bird Hearings 
 
April 4: Moose Season -  Final Vote on Moose Permit Numbers 
  Migratory Game Bird Hunting Seasons – Final Vote 
  
    
April 18: 2018 Antlerless Deer Permits and Youth Season – Preliminary Vote  
  
   
May 23: 2018 Antlerless Deer Permits and Youth Season - Final Vote  
  



  
June 20:  
   
July 18:  
 
August 15:  

 
 


